




This fasciculus of the JOURNAL is fittingly dedicated to the mem-
ory of Willard Burr Soper. The papers of which it is comprised
have been contributed in witness of the respect and affection which
he inspired in these his colleagues and friends and in the desire that
they may in some degree serveto honor him.
Willard Soper was born on December 28, 1882, in Bloomington,
Illinois. From Lawrenceville he entered Yale College and was
graduated in 1904. As an undergraduate his interests were many
and active, and he particularly distinguished himself in football
where he was a quarterback on the varsity team. His education in
medicine was obtained at the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Columbia, from which he was graduated in 1908. Following this
he interned in the Presbyterian Hospital of New York and con-
tinued on there as bacteriologist and serologist, consuming altogether
five years in graduate training in medicine. During this time Soper
published five papers, the first two with R. L. Cecil, having to do
with meningococcus infection. The third was a report of "A Series
of Cases of Staphyl,ococcus Aureus Sepsis" and the fourth, "A Case of
Spirillum Infection." The fifth concerned the significance for diag-
nosis and prognosis of the urea content of the cerebrospinal fluid.
Probably under the inspiration of W. G. MacCollum, then Pro-
fessor of Pathology at Columbia, he went to Germany for the aca-
demic year of 1913-14, working under Aschoff in Freiburg. From
this experience came two papers published in German, the one con-
cerning the effects of radiation and of transplantation on the "retic-
ulo-endothelial apparatus," the other upon the relationship of the
spleen to the metabolism of cholesterol.
On returning from abroad Soper chose to enter the field of tuber-
culosis, although not himself a subject of this disease, and joined the
staff of the Reception Hospital at Saranac where he started practice.
Here he came into intimate contact with, among others, E. R. Bald-
win, Allen Krause, and Lawrason Brown, and here he acquired a
sound foundation in clinical and experimental tuberculosis. The
laboratory of Dr. Trudeau under the direction of Krause offered an
excellent opportunity for experimental work, and of this Soper
availed himself, publishing in the next three years papers on the
immunization of the lungs of the rabbit against tuberculosis and on
experimental tuberculosis of the liver.
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This excellent beginning was, however, interrupted by our entry
into the war, and, with the rank of Captain, he immediately joined
the Medical Corps of the United States Base Hospital No. 2, which
very shortly took over General Hospital No. 1 of the British Expe-
ditionary Force in Etretat, France. After about a year of service
there he was given his majority and made commanding officer of the
hospital. With the conclusion ofthe war he received the appointment
of an Associate Medical Director of the Rockefeller Commission
for Prevention of Tuberculosis in France, returning to this coun-
try in 1921. For his services in this commission he was decorated by
the French Government with the Order of the Legion of Honor,
and in these several years he developed familiarity with the French
language and with French medicine. Resuming his activities in Sara-
nac, he undertook a translation of Calmette's L'infection bacillaire et
latuberculose chez l'homme et chez lesan;imux. At the same time,
each unaware of the work of the other, Professor George H. Smith
was also translating this monograph; on this being discovered it was
happily published under joint authorship. He also continued his
experimental work which led to two papers, the one on tuberculous
superinfection of the meninges in the rabbit and the other, with
Sampson andHaskins, on x-raystudies ofprimary and of superinfec-
tion of the lung of the rabbit by tuberculosis induced by aspiration.
By 1926, hispublications and his clinical work had soundly estab-
lished his reputation in the field of tuberculosis. When an oppor-
tunity occurred in New Haven to open the William Wirt Winchester
Hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis, and to amplify the work
of the out-patient clinic in the New Haven Hospital in correlation
with the Bureau of Tuberculosis of the New Haven Department of
Health (of which he became Director for a year), he was asked to
take charge of the various activities involved. In each of these
responsibilities, his organizational and administrative ability, together
with a rare facility for handling people, led to a correlated program
for the care of tuberculosis in New Haven. This program was in
many respects unrivaled. His appointment at the same time on the
faculty of the Yale University School of Medicine effectively rein-
forced the teaching in the field of tuberculosis.
During the thirteen years remaining, which he spent in New
Haven, the major part of his work was clinical. He found time,
however, among all his activities, to continue some experimental
workwhich reached fruition in three papers which had to do with the
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protective action of attenuated or dead tubercle bacilli against tuber-
culous infection. Many of his other publications had to do with the
dinical manifestations of tuberculosis and of related disease, such as
the calcification of the abdominal mesenteric lymph nodes in chil-
dren, collapse therapy, and pulmonary asbestosis, and he was the
author ofsections on tuberculosis in Cecil's Textbook of Medicine.
Soper was also deeply concerned about the incidence of tubercu-
losis in the student body of the University, induding medical stu-
dentsandnurses. Formanyyearshe carried the onerous routinetask
ofreadingthepulmonary roentgenograms in the University Depart-
ment of Health and in advising as regards the proper care of those
showing evidence of tuberculous infection. His four papers, the
first in 1932, calling attention emphatically to the need for routine
examination and care in this group, were in considerable part respon-
sible for the attention that is now paid to this problem in most
responsible educational institutions.
Beyond his professional life which, as has been seen, was broad
in its implications Soper took his place in the community. He was
active in the Community Chest, the Visiting Nurse Association, and,
from 1937, he was a Commissioner in the Board of Health of New
Haven. His social contacts were many, and he rapidly became an
integral part ofthe life ofthe community. Nationally he was recog-
nized as authoritative in the field of tuberculosis, and was a member
of many professional associations, notably the American Clinical and
Climatological Association, the Interurban Clinical Club, and the
Association ofAmerican Physicians.
In thespring of 1939, evidence appeared of a brain tumor and an
operation was performed temporarily restoring him to health but
establishing the diagnosis of a glioma. In the fall this recurred and
at a second operation it was found that the tumor had progressed
to such a degree as to preclude any hope of his recovery. He died
on October 30, 1939. Throughout this illness, the gravity of which
was of course apparent, he maintained a resolute fortitude which was
the final expression of a strongly integrated personality.
Those who have contributed to this memorial remember Soper
for his sound and thorough contributions to the literature of medi-
cine, but more perhaps for his knowledge and skill in the field of
clinical tuberculosis. Most of all, he was, to these and to the many
who were beneficiaries of his services, the "good physician."
-S. C. H.
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